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Introduction: 
The struggle for independence in India was a 
multifaceted endeavor that involved different ideas, 
methods, and leaders of leadership. While many may 
think of Jawaharlal Nehru and SardarVallabhbhai 
Patel in particular as the leaders or organizers of the 
movement, Gandhi's contribution to journalism 
being a major instrument of organizing the 
revolution was significant. According to Gandhi, 
literature has the ability to educate, motivate and 
unite people. 
He believed that newspapers and journals were 
necessary to spread Satyagraha beliefs, highlight 
colonial injustices and advocate for the common 
good among India's diverse population. 
As per the paper, Gandhi's journalism was more than 
a mere political stunt.By promotion of  collective 
action by publishing Indian Opinion, Harijan and 
Young India, he encouraged public sentiment, about 
rights and duties among masses. 

Also the editorial principles, literary style, thematic 
content, distribution scale, and measurable outcomes 
contributed to the liberateIndia from the British Raj.  
 
1. Gandhi’s Journalist's Philosophy and Style:  
Satyagrahas, the principles of truth, nonviolence, and 
self-sacrifice, played a significant role in shaping 
Gandhi's journalism approach. From the core of 
subject matter to the method thesevalues had an 
impact on all aspects of his writing.Although his 
primary interest lay in journalism, he also felt a duty 
to provide the public with truth and interest. 
 
1.1. The three pillars of Editorial Philosophy are 
Truth, Simplicity and Service. 
The three values that Gandhi emphasized during his 
editorial process were truthfulness, simplicity, and 
service. Gandhi stated that the most important duty 
of a journalist is to present facts with integrity, 
without any embellishments or falsehoods. In his 
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Abstract 

Apart from being recognized as a political icon and spiritual mentor, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 

was also an important journalist or author during the period of Indian freedom struggle. This paper 

provides an overview of Gandhi's career as a journalist, discussing his editorial principles, literary 

techniques, and the themes that were central to his publications. Various factors such as circulation 

patterns, target audience selection, or distribution methods affect the circulation of his newspapers 

like Indian Opinion. The impact of Gandhi's journalism on the Indian public and its influence on views, 

movements, and common sense is also explored. Case studies, illustrations and statistical evidence 

are employed to argue that Gandhi’s role as a journalist was instrumental in the independence 

movement, reinforced Satyagraha among others, and ended British colonialism in India. Public 

perception and mass mobilization are the main focus of Young India / Harijan / media coverage. 
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books, he stressed the importance of fact-checking 
and encouraged readers to critically analyze 
information. The importance of honesty and 
correctness was overshadowed by the occurrence of 
debates on controversial topics or public criticism of 
the government. Gandhi presented his ideas in 
simple lucid manner, his understanding was to 
convey messages in common man’s langauge, 
Gandhi avoided complicated language that could 
mystify or discourage readers. By using everyday 
examples and metaphors, he attempted to make his 
ideas clearer for all of us. The goal? “It was aimed at 
both the educated and those with little literacy skills, 
as well as the general public. Journalism was deemed 
by Gandhi as a service to the nation and others, and 
his writings were employed to promote social justice, 
expose injustice, or advocate for reform. 
Additionally, he exerted himself by working tirelessly 
on issues such as untouchability, poverty and 
religious harmony, as well as the mistreatment of 
Indian laborers. His writing consistently exhibited an 
intense interest in the most vulnerable members of 
society”.  
 
1.2. Inspirational examples to inspire and 
motivate: 
•Writing Style: 

Gandhi's character was one of goodness, personal 
stories and great sympathy.Gandhi's readers were 
urged to follow his principles rather than following 
the rhetoric and personal attacks of others. He 
utilized rational arguments to expose flaws in the 
system and endorse his belief in justice and equity. 
Additionally, He frequently alluded to universal 
moral principles like compassion, justice, or peace 
when making his arguments. 
 
• Leading by Example: 
The articles written by Gandhi often referenced his 
personal experiences, struggles, and reflections. He 
believed that the most effective way to motivate 
others was by demonstrating personal integrity and 
improvement. By recognizing his own mistakes and 
shortcomings, he demonstrated an aptitude for self-
improvement and learning from those around him. 
 
• Empathy: 
The poor were shown empathy by Gandhi. 
(INVIDE) His empathy for the underprivileged was 
conveyed through graphic language that made it easy 
to understand their difficulties. The emotional bond 
was instrumental in gathering backing for social 
justice initiatives.' 

 
Examining the Editorial Process of Gandhi's Journals compared to Other Nationalist Publications. 

Table 1. 

Feature 
Gandhi’s Journals (Indian Opinion, Young 
India, Harijan) 

Mainstream Nationalist 
Publications (e.g., Amrita Bazar 
Patrika, The Hindu) 

Primary Focus Moral and spiritual renewal, Satyagraha 
Political critique, policy analysis, 
news reporting 

Target Audience 
Wide-ranging including rural and marginalized 
communities 

Educated urban elites and political 
activists 

Language Simple, accessible, vernacular-friendly Formal, complex, often English 

Tone Ethical, persuasive, introspective 
Assertive, argumentative, politically 
driven 

Funding Limited, depending on donations and subscriptions 
Well-established, supported by 
advertising and affluent patrons 

Scope 
Emphasis on social reform, nonviolent resistance, 
self-reliance 

Coverage of political events, 
economic matters, and international 
affairs 

Content 
Personal narratives, ethical reflections, practical 
guidance on Satyagraha 

Political commentaries, nationalist 
rhetoric, governmental reports 

 
2. Reach of Gandhi's Journals:  
Gandhi's journals reached a broad and diverse 
audience, playing a vital role in spreading his ideas 
and mobilizing the Indian people.  
 
2.1. Indian Opinion (1903-1915)  

Indian Opinion was first launched in South Africa in 
1903. It initially functioned as a platform advocating 
for the rights of the Indian community there, who 
were subjected to discrimination and oppression 
under apartheid. The journal was published in four 
languages—English, Gujarati, Hindi, and Tamil—to 
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ensure it was accessible to a wide readership. Gandhi 
employed Indian Opinion to record the difficulties 
encountered by the indigenous people, uncover the 
injustices they endured, and endorse his doctrine of 
Satyagraha.  
Indian Opinion initially had a limited readership, but 
it eventually gained more readers from the Indian 
Diaspora in South Africa.  By 1914, the number of 
copies circulated had reached several thousand 
(Swan, 1985). In South Africa, the main audience of 
the event was comprised of Indians, including 
merchants and indentured servants as well as 
businessmen. Sympathetic Europeans and 
government officials were also interested in the 
journal. The distribution of Indian Opinion was 
facilitated through subscriptions, newsstands and 
community organizations.In areas with limited access 
to the journal, Gandhi relied on volunteers and 
supporters to spread it. 
2.2. Young India (1919-1932) 
In 1919, Gandhi returned to India and founded 
Young India. Through this diary, he has made 
communication with the people of India more 
frequent. Indian youth sided with Satyagraha, 
advocated for social reforms, and rallied behind the 
Indian independence movement. Did Young India 
outshine the circulation of Indian opinions? The 
publication's popularity in India was boosted by its 
nationalist themes, leading to thousands of sales 
during the 1920’s (Brown, 1972). The reach of Indian 
Opinion grew to encompass students, intellectuals, 
political activists, and the general public. Gandhi 
consciously sought to broaden his audience, 
particularly in rural areas. Subscriptions, newsstand 

stands and a support network were all employed to 
distribute the youth organization Young India. 
Gandhi's appeal also encouraged readers to distribute 
their own copies and expand the circulation of the 
journal. The man appointed representatives to 
promote it across the country. 
 
2.3.Harijan (1933-1948) 
Gandhi founded Harijan, which means "Children of 
God," in 1933 after serving in India. The association 
aimed to eradicate untouchability and ensure equal 
representation for those who were not equally 
qualified. Harijan was the instrument to seek social 
justice and equality, placing a strong importance on 
the abolition of untouchability and the integration of 
those considered "untouchable" into the social order. 
Advocates of Gandhi’s thought aimed to eradicate 
their biased ideology and embrace social justice as an 
equal status. Harijan's status remained strong in the 
decades of 1930s and 1940s, regardless of British 
establishment restricting its publication. 
Harijan was circulated through the use of 
contribution, newsstands, and a network of social 
workers and volunteers. Regional languages played 
important role in translation which increased the 
distribution and reach among the masses. The journal 
was read by both followers and opponents of 
Gandhi's social reform program. During the Journal 
period estimates for the peak circulation form the 
target audience in primary languages were obtained. 
Supporters of casteism majorly Hindus, read Harijan. 
The main aim of the journal was to ensure 
representation and promotion of rights for 
empowerment of the "untouchables"  

 
Table 2: Circulation and Language of Gandhi’s Journals 

Journal Period Primary Languages 
Estimated Peak 
Circulation 

Target Audience 

Indian 
Opinion 

1903-
1915 

English, Gujarati, Hindi, 
Tamil 

Several Thousand Indian community in South Africa 

Young 
India 

1919-
1932 

English Tens of Thousands 
Indian students, intellectuals, 
political activists, general public 

Harijan 
1933-
1948 

English, Hindi, Gujarati, 
and other Indian 
languages 

Substantial (exact figures 
unclear due to 
censorship) 

Hindu community, especially caste 
supporters, and marginalized 
groups 

 
2.4  Modes of Distribution: 
Availabity of journals on the local book stores   and  
newstands made easy access to readers. Subscription 
system used as inventive techniquemade his journals 
accessible to diverse audiences, resulting in a regular 
income stream and wider readership.. To distribute 
journals in far-off areas, he relied on a committed 
team of volunteers and supporters. 
 
Volunteer network: 

Volunteers frequently visited remote villages and 
towns to spread Gandhi's message to the people. 
Gandhi suggested that the translation and reprinting 
of articles into local languages through translators 
and other means would help convey his ideas to those 
who were not familiar with English or Hindi. 
Supporters from areas with limited literacy levels in 
the public domain read his articles, making the 
message accessible to those who were unable to read 
them. Through his popularity and personal 



 

1778 

connections, Gandhi promoted the use of his 
journals, frequently citing them in his speeches or 
writings, and gained subscribers and readers. 
 
3. Effect on Indian Independence movement: 
Gandhi contributed to the Indian independence 
movement through his journalism, which helped 
shape popular opinion and mass movements while 
also fostering nationalistic sentiments. 
 
3.1. Shaping Public Opinion: 
Journals written by Gandhi were influential in 
shaping public opinion across India. The British 
administration's economic oppression, political 
persecution of Indians, and discrimination against 
Indian peoples were all openly discussed by Gandhi 
in his writings. 
The masses were touched by his lucid examples and 
compelling stories.'... Gandhi's philosophy of 
Satyagraha, which emphasized truth, non-violence, 
and self sacrifice as methods for effecting social and 
political change, was supported by his journals. This 
ideology is still practiced today. His advice for 
everyday life was that Satyagraha can be practiced. 
 
Promoted Social Reform: 
Social reform was defended in his writings, with 
themes including untouchability and poverty; 
communal harmony; and the abuse of women. 
Gandhi fought against traditional social institutions 
and advocated for equal treatment of people. 
Without fear of retaliation from Indians, Gandhi 
condemned government policies. He suggested 
advantageous resolutions and advocated for socially 
based measures. The influence of his writings on 
Indian nationalist ideology was evident in the shift 
towards mass concerns, rather than focusing on elite 
politics. During his speech, he discussed the 
importance of self-reliance, Swadeshi (utilizing 
indigenous items), and the revival of traditional 
Indian practices. 
 
3.2. Mobilizing Mass Movements: 
Through his journals, Gandhi generated massive 
protests against British rule, and his powerful and 
persuasive rhetoric motivated millions of Indians to 
take part in the freedom struggle. He stimulated 
optimism and confidence, convincing people that 
peaceful struggle could result in independence. 
 
Create a Space for Discord: His publications served 
as abode to Indian complaints and opposition to 
colonial authority. 
Gandhi appealed for the public to protest against 
injustice and colonial rule. 
In his journals, Gandhi gave clear instructions on 
organizing and coordinating protests, including 
explicit policies on participating in Satyagraha 
campaigns that detailed the objectives of each 

movement. Raising awareness and guiding principles: 
Through his writing, followers were kept informed of 
movement developments and doubts, while also 
being given fresh perspectives on issues and 
guidance. 
 
 
 
Salt Satyagraha (1930) is a case in point: 
One of India's most significant and influential mass 
movements for independence is the Salt Satyagraha, 
also known as the Dandi March. The writings in 
Young India by Gandhi had been instrumental in 
gaining popular support for the movement before the 
march. 
 
Obtaining Public Support: 
Gandhi utilized the slogan Young India to highlight 
the salt tax as a significant cost for the common 
people and portrayed it as an emblem of British 
oppression. The importance of salt being free, he 
believes, is essential for all Indians. In Young India, 
Gandhi outlined the Salt Satyagraha plan in his 
journal. It offered clear instructions for participants 
on planning and administration. The themes he 
highlighted were non-violence, discipline, and 
personal sacrifice. Inspired by Gandhi's words in 
Young India, the Salt Satyagraha was a rally for 
thousands of Indian citizens to join their cause. His 
message was one of loyalty, justice and empathy 
towards their country; they needed to resist the unjust 
British laws. The Salt Satyagraha movement was 
extensively covered by Young India, covering all 
stages of the event from concept to completion, 
including the march's conclusion, the apprehension 
of protesters, and the British government' response. 
This coverage contributed greatly to spreading the 
movement's message throughout India as well.  
 
3.3. Acquiring national pride and admiration: 
India's diverse population was brought together into 
one nation by Gandhi’s works. ". His articles aimed 
to: Express Solidarity: The Gandhi quote emphasized 
the need for India to be a united, self-reliant and 
autonomous state. He stressed that "Indians have 
mutually beneficial relations with others regardless of 
region, language, or caste".  
 
Inculcate Patriotism: 
 India was evidently proud and patriotic upon reading 
his works.[N 14]. Gandhi advocated for the 
appreciation of cultural heritage, support of native 
trades, and efforts towards national progress.  
 
Identify a Common Speech for Resistance:  
". Satyagraha , Swadeshi , and self-rule were terms 
used by Gandhi to create a common structure for 
resistance, drawing in people from all backgrounds. 
Promote Community Unity: He passionately 
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advocated for the peaceful coexistence of Hindus and 
Muslims. ". Gandhi denounced communal violence 
and called for mutual remembrance.  

 
 

 

Aspect of Independence 
Movement 

Impact of Gandhi’s Journalism Examples 

Shaping Public Opinion 

Exposed British injustices, promoted 
Satyagraha, advocated social reforms, 
critiqued policies, framed nationalist 
discourse 

Articles on economic 
exploitation, non-violent 
resistance, untouchability, salt 
tax critique 

Mobilizing Mass 
Movements 

Inspired participation, offered a 
platform for dissent, organized 
protests, spread information and 
instructions 

Pre-Satyagraha articles, civil 
disobedience calls, protest 
guidance 

Fostering National Identity 
Promoted unity, patriotism, a shared 
resistance language, and communal 
harmony 

Articles on unity, Swadeshi 
support, Satyagraha, 
condemning communal 
violence 

Promoting Self-Reliance 
Championed Swadeshi , rural 
development, self-sufficiency, 
reduced foreign dependence 

Pieces encouraging Khadi, 
cottage industries, local 
governance 

Table 3: Influence of Gandhi’s Journalism on Key Elements of the Independence Movement 
 
4. Comparisons with Other Nationalist 
Publications: Gandhi's journals were instrumental 
in the independence movement, but comparisons to 
modern nationalist literature reveal more about their 
influence and impact.  
Amrita Bazar Patrika and The Hindu, 
respectively: ". The first newspapers to tackle 
political analysis, policy evaluation and news 
reporting were these.... A more confrontational and 
argued-for approach was often necessary to address 
the educated urban elite. They supported 
independence and prioritized political and economic 
issues over the moral and spiritual reforms advocated 
by Gandhi.  
Kesari : In his portrayal of a strong and sometimes 
militant nationalism, Kesari advocated for the use of 
force through heated rhetoric. Tilak, despite being a 
leading nationalist, had different opinions on Gandhi, 
who prioritized non-violence and moral persuasion. 
Tribune (Lahore): An "uncompromising " article 
that emphasized the need for gradual reforms and 
collaboration with the British.  
It advocated for ultimate autonomy but promoted 
reconciliation and less direct confrontation in 
contrast to Gandhi's Satyagraha ideology. Both 
groups were influenced by both movements. 
Major Differences: Gandhi's works were notably 
focused on moral and spiritual reform; as they 
preached that genuine freedom necessitate a change 
of heart, an attitude of truth, and pacifism, which was 
not present in other nationalist movements. Use of 
simplewords, dialect expressions, and pattern, 

Gandhi  made conscious approach to connect with 
the marginalized masses, in rural areas. 
Mass Outreach: Urban educated readers were the 
primary audience of most publications.Writngs of 
Gandhi primarily focused on refromsoin society ,his 
priorty was communal harmony poverty and 
marginalised people. 
 
5. Challenges and Limitations: 
Regardless of vigorous efforts Gandhi’s journalism 
faced several stumbling blocks and restrictions, 
which had a vital role in India'sfreedom movement: 
 
Attempt of the British to thwart others from 
faciliting the Independence movement: 
To limit the impact of the journals, British 
suppressed and applied censorship. Funding to 
journals was constrained as the journals depend on 
subscriptions and donations. Difficulty from this 
barrier made it tough to increase the number of 
reputable newspapers in circulation. Gandhi made 
honest efforts to educate the uneducated. He made 
public readings and translations.Still his writings were 
not commonly adopted as the literacy rates in India 
were significantly low.  
 
Internal Resistance in Society:Gandhi's social 
reform initiative was resisted by people who 
supported the caste-based hierarchies’ and customary 
norm. The methods used to achieve independence 
were criticized as being more confrontational than his 
passive tactics.  
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6. Conclusion: 
Gandhi’s pen, a dominant instrument in the fight 
for India’s independence. Masses were intensely 
impressed by his status as a sincere, straightforward, 
and attentive journalist. The dissemination of his 
philosophy on Satyagraha through publications like 
Indian Opinion, Young India, and Harijan was 
effective in disseminating his ideas and promoting 
colonial injustices. Journals served to change public 
view and created national identity and ended British 
rule  
Facing censorship and opposition Journalism of 
Gandhi's censorship echoedall over the country. In 
spite of this, there were inadequate resources to 
support these endeavors. Today, writings of Gandhi 
remains a source of inspiration with are belief in 
ethical journalism, social justice, and truth and non-
violence. He showed how Writing has the ability to 
inspire, inform and unite a nation. 
For justice and social reform Gandhi's approach to 
journalism serves as a model.Upon examination of 
the pen's approach, power, and reach, we can 
understand its potential as a tool for both freedom 
and revolutionary social change. ". 
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